
Nez Perce Tribe Funeral Policy in Response to Threat of COVID-19 

DATE: March 27, 2020 

(Amended 5.12.2020) 

Paying the proper respects to our deceased is a profound and integral part of Native culture. The 

events following a death typically involve a large crowd, direct contact with the body, and sharing of 

meals. These sequence of events can last several days and involve family and friends traveling from all 

over, to attend and pay their respects.  

As a result of the transmission threat of COVID-19, the following procedures and protocols related to 

funeral activities shall be in effect and followed until notice is given that the State of Public Health 

Emergency is lifted. 

1. No services at the Longhouse.  

2. The funeral home will dress the body(s); clothes and items may be provided to the home. Malcolm 

Brower Wann has recommended funeral home staff do the dressing, until further notice. The funeral 

home is equipped with proper safety equipment and know the appropriate protocol as morticians for 

such situations.  The funeral home will be asked if one or two attendants may be present during the 

dressing to observe cultural/custom ways/law if personal protective equipment is available and 

universal precautions can be followed. (The National Funeral Directors Association COVID19 webpage: 

National Funeral Directors Association is a resource to review such procedures and protocols.) 

3.  Following the dressing there will be no viewing to help minimize the potential for spread of COVID-19 

as common activities during a viewing such as people touching the body, hugging, crying, shaking hands, 

etc. could help spread COVID-19.  

4. Only graveside services can be performed at this time and 6 feet distancing rule must be adhered to 

during the service. Notice will be provided if the graveside service is open or closed to the public. No 

handshaking or hugging should be allowed during the service. 

5. No congregate meals or buffet lines should be provided for the service. Sack lunches to-go may be 

provided as long as the 6 feet rule can be maintained during distribution and consumption.  Those 

persons preparing any snack lunches should also be mindful of safety protocols during the preparation 

of any foods. 

6. No funeral travel funds will be issued for out-of-state services. 

7. No out-of-state deceased resident who has passed from COVID-19 may be returned to the Nez Perce 

reservation for burial, unless the resident left the Nez Perce reservation for emergency medical care (i.e. 

was transported from St. Joe Regional Medical Center to Spokane) until further notice.  

8. There is no prohibition on families digging graves on their own however, the Tribe will not be able to 

provide personnel to assist with grave digging at this time.  If you need assistance with grave digging, the 

Nez Perce Tribe will contract for excavation of the grave site by a third party.  This assistance with grave 

digging will be in addition to any other burial assistance provided. 

https://www.nfda.org/covid-19/_zs/ufndl/_zl/xpii1


9. Financial support will be provided for sack lunch meals in an effort to prevent congregation and 

possible exposure to COVID-19. 

 


