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Ta’c Tito’oqan is published on a monthly basis and serves the Nez Perce Tribal members,
employees of the Nez Perce Tribe, and the community at large. Contents do not depict Tribal
policies, nor do opinions  contained herein represent those of Tribal officials or the newspaper
staff.  The Ta’ts Tito’oqan is funded in part by the Department of Energy and NPT Fisheries. Its
function is to provide information on the cleanup efforts at the Hanford Nuclear Reservation and
local community and tribal news.

Submission: All readers are  encouraged to submit material,  stories, photos, and ideas for
publication consideration. All  submissions become the property of Ta’c Tito’oqan and must
meet the standards for publication.  All submissions are subject   to editing for grammar, clarity,
and length constraints. The  editor  reserves the right to reject any submission for publication
consideration. Submissions may  be made via email, on a 3.5”  diskette, or on paper. Submis-
sions must be made by the 20th of each month for consideration.

Letters to the editor: Ta’c Tito’oqan welcomes signed letters to  the editor of up to 250 words.
No letters will be published that  are libelous or in bad taste. Letters may be sent via email, fax
or  post. All letters are subject to condensation.

Classified/Birthday ads:  Submissions by phone, mail, or  in person are acceptable. The  news-
paper staff is not responsible  for misprinted information. No classified ad will be published that
is libelous or in bad taste. Payment of 25 cents per  word must be  paid  before publication of the
ad.  Lost & found announcements are run free of charge. Birthday ads are $2.00 w/out  picture
and $5.00 with picture.

Display  ad  rates: Advertising rates are set at  $5.50 per column inch. Our ad specs are 2 and
1/8 inch by one inch per one column inch.  One free ad is offered for  customers who place  ads
in twelve consecutive  issues.

Ta’c T i t o ’ o q a n   PO BOX 365  Lapwai, ID, 83540
Phone (208)843-7375  --  fax (208) 843-7378

antonios@nezperce.org
 Editors: Antonio Smith and Intern Program

Published: Moscow Pullman Daily News, Moscow, ID

 Publication
Deadlines

The Ta’c Tito’oqan will
accept submissions for
consideration by the 20th
of every month.

If the 20th falls on a weekend, sub-
missions will be accepted the fol-
lowing Monday.  This includes:

-Letters
-Birthday Ads
-Reports
-Stories
-Photos
-Announcements
-Notices
-Obituaries

Business Display Ads will be ac-
cepted passed the deadlines with
the Editors discretion with full pay-
ment and the signed Ad Contract.

Pick up your FREE issue of
the Ta’c Tito’oQan!

Lapwai:
Donald’s Diner
Lapwai Elementary
Lapwai High School
Ne Mee Poo Health
Nez Perce Housing
Nez Perce TERO Office
Nez Perce Tribe Main Office
Pi-Nee-Waus
Pi-Nee-Waus Cafe
Prairie River Library
Senior Citizens Complex
Thunderbird Trading Post
Valley Foods
Valley Gas
Spalding:
Nez Perce National Historical Park
Kooskia
Purple Feather
Lenore:
Thunderbird Trading Post
Joseph, OR
Visiter Center

Lewiston:
Clearwater River Casino
Community Action Agency
Hastings
Kling’s
LCSC Bookstore
Marsh’s Trading Post
Nez Perce Express II
Wal-Mart
Culdesac:
Odetta’s Country Kitchen
Thunderbird Trading Post
Orofino:
Nez Perce Fisheries
National Forest Service
Orofino Smoke Shop
White Eagles
Kamiah:
Health Clinic
It’se Ye Ye Casino
Senior Citizen Complex
Wa’yas Community Center

Please call if you would like the Ta’c Tito’oqan delivered at your business.

The Nez Perce Tribe Early Childhood Development Program an-
nounced its sponsorship of the USDA Child and Adult Care Food Pro-
gram. Meals will be made available to enrolled children at no separate
charge; without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, age or dis-
ability.

Persons who believe they may have been denied equal opportunity for
participation may write to the USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights,
Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, Wash-
ington DC, 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5694 (voice and TDD0.

Parents’ income eligibility guidelines listed below are used to deter-
mine our reimbursement from USDA. Children from households whose
monthly income is at or below these levels are eligible to be counted
for free or reduced-price meal reimbursements.

MONTHLY INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES
Effective FROM July 1, 2003 to June 30, 2004

Family Size Free Reduced

1 973 1,385
2 1,313 1,869
3 1,654 2,353
4 1,994 2,837
5 2,334 3,321
6 2,674 3,805

Meals will be provided at Nez Perce Tribe Early Childhood Develop-
ment Program: Lapwai Site and Kamiah Site

Free and Reduced Meals Announcement

Happy Birthday
Look whose 2

Granddaughter Raequel
Aug 11

Grandson Sewaas
Aug 27

L o v e  y o u  b o t h  s o  m u c h
L o v e  G r a n d m a  V i c k i

Ta’c Tito’oqan
has

Low Ad
Rates

$5.50 C/I
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Hanford News in Brief

This section is reprinted with permission from the Tri-city Herald. Please go to
hanfordnews.com to view full story.

Sept. 5, 2003: Hanford Advisory Board gives high marks

SEATTLE - A dispute over setting an enforceable schedule to get rid of

radioactive garbage stored in drums at Hanford won’t be settled out of

court, state Ecology Director Tom Fitzsimmons said Thursday.

Sept. 5, 2003: DOE commits to lined trenches

The Department of Energy is committed to ending its practice of bury-

ing low-level radioactive waste at Hanford in unlined trenches, the

department’s cleanup czar, Jessie Roberson, said Thursday evening.

Sept. 6, 2003: Oliver finds new FFTF supporter

Benton Commissioner Claude Oliver has found new supporters for

Hanford’s Fast Flux Test Facility on his cross-country mission to save

the test reactor, but the Department of Energy is not among them.

Sept. 20, 2003: Lawyers drop 1,088 more claims over cancer

SPOKANE — Plaintiff attorneys have withdrawn the claims of 1,088 people in

the last three weeks in a federal lawsuit brought by people who believe their

health was damaged by living near or downwind of Hanford.

Sept. 26, 2003: Benton commissioners mum on FFTF

Advocates for restarting Hanford’s Fast Flux Test Facility are baffled the Benton

County commissioners won’t support their cause despite evidence they believe

calls for the need of the reactor.

Sept. 26, 2003: Fluor says solution found to K Basin sludge

Fluor Hanford believes it may have solved a major technical problem that helped

delay removing radioactive sludge from Hanford’s K Basins.

Sept. 28, 2003: DOE seeks legislation to reclassify waste

In a closed-door congressional session, the Department of Energy is trying to get

language inserted into legislation that will give it the power to reclassify un-

treated high-level radioactive tank waste into a less-dangerous category — with-

out treating it. A federal judge denied DOE that power three months ago.

Oct. 1, 2003: Officials push bills to study B Reactor

Two members of Washington’s congressional delegation introduced

legislation Tuesday that calls for the National Park Service to study

the feasibility of converting Hanford’s B Reactor into a museum.

Oct. 1, 2003: Superfund depletion won’t hurt Hanford

The drastic shrinking of a Superfund trust fund will not affect Hanford’s cleanup

efforts, said the Superfund’s Northwest head administrator Tuesday.

Oct. 3, 2003: House aims to halt DOE proposal

The U.S. House told a Senate-House committee Thursday not to give the Depart-

ment of Energy the authority to reclassify high-level radioactive tank wastes with-

out treating it.

Oct. 4, 2003: State, DOE talks over transuranic wastes stall

The federal-state talks over legal disputes on radioactive transuranic wastes stored

at, shipped to and moved from Hanford have been extended again.

Last month, four Northwest Tribes:
Nez Perce, Umatilla, Wanapum and the
Yakama combined forces to help clean up
an area located at the Stevens’s 300 Area
on the Hanford Reservation.

NW Tribes Combine in
Cleanup By Anthony Smith

www.nezperce.org/~erwm

Check it out!!
We have redesigned our ERWM web site,
Ta’c Tito’oqan web site and updated the

PACE web site.

PREPAREDNESS WORKSHOP
COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (CERT)

NPT Bio Control Center, Lapwai, ID

Thursday  October 16th 9:00 – 12:00 p.m.
Disaster Preparedness and Course Preview – Ernie Jorgenson &
Recent Disasters and Disaster Workers    Solo Greene
Disaster Threats in our area
Impact On the Infrastructure

Thursday October 23rd 9:00 – 12:00 p.m.
Disaster Fire Suppression – Pat – From Oxarc
Fire Chemistry
Firefighting Resources and safety
Exercise: Fire Suppression

Thursday October 30th 9:00 – 12:00 p.m.
Disaster Medical Operations Part 1 – Molly Harris
Introduction and Session Overview
Recognizing & Treating Life-Threatening Conditions
Triage

Thursday November 6th, 9:00 – 12:00 p.m.
Disaster Medical Operations Part 2 - Joyce Sugden
Organization of Disaster Medical Operations
Conducting Head-To-Toe Assessments
Establishing Treatment Areas
Treating common injuries

Thursday November 13th 9:00 – 12:00 p.m.
Light Search and Rescue - Bill Madison
Planning and size-Up
Conducting Search operations
Conducting Rescue Operations

Thursday November 20th 9:00 – 12:00 p.m.
Disaster Psychology & CERT Team Organization – Debbie Ruppe
Disaster Psychology
CERT Organization and decision-making
Exercise

For Info Contact: Solo Greene or Ernie Jorgenson Phone: (208) 843-7375

“This area at one time was restricted
and deemed cultural sensitive by DOE.
However, a year later, DOE had moved a
fence line from its original spot to accom-
modate the general public… now we want
to move the fence line back to where it
was. This site is very important to the
Northwest Tribes because of the proxim-
ity of the location is next to a highly cul-
tural sensitive site. .” said Rico Cruz,
ERWM / Cultural Resources..

From candy wrappers to empty beer
cans to high erosion due to high traffic,
the general public abuse this area, which

is often used for camping, fishing or
as a boat launch.

“How much damage can we
have done to our salmon and our
ground water… the Columbia River

is to be kept clean, so
our salmon can come
back” Willferd Yallup,
Yakama Cultural Re-
sources.

The original
fence line was placed to
preserve and protect a
cultural site, whose
bounds are undeter-
mined. DOE made the
decision to reduce the
fence line more than
100 yards from the
original spot compro-
mising the undeter-

mined cultural area. The Northwest
tribes want the fence line returned to
its original location, to prevent further
damage. The united crew spent most
of the day picking up garbage that was
later hauled off to dumpsters.

“I have been fighting for our
peoples rights for a long time, I’m like
a pebble dropped in the water and you
all are like ripples. The more ripples
we have the bigger and stronger we’ll
be… this is a start, because its good to
see our young people taking an inter-
est on what goes on”, Yallup concludes.

ERWM-Cultural  staff Mike Sobotta & Rico Cruz cleaning up.
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The Pipe Ceremony was led by
Scott Wilfred and his uncle Horace
Axtell, both Nez Perce Indians from
Idaho. They have been holding ceremo-
nies on all the battlegrounds of the Nez
Perce war of 1877 for more than 25
years. About 20 veterans from WWII,
the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the
Gulf War and other conflicts attended.
The smoking song

Axtell held his pipe and sang the
smoking song before passing it and
Wilfred’s pipe around the circle of men
counterclockwise several times. They
were gathered around a dark buffalo
robe with a hatchet and a scarf on it.
The hatchet was a gift from 1st Battal-
ion, 19th Special Forces Group (Air-
borne).

The special forces group con-
tacted Wilfred before the recent war in
Iraq, and they had a pipe ceremony, he
said. Every single soldier made it back
from Iraq unscathed, so they came to
his hometown in Lapwai, Idaho, to
show their appreciation, he said.

“Their general said, ‘We need to
thank the Nez Perce - warrior to war-
rior - for bringing us home safely,’”
Wilfred said.
Announcing honors

Each man at the ceremony took
turns introducing himself and announc-
ing whom he wished to honor at the cer-
emony. Ted Freestone told of how his

Ceremony Honors WarriorsCeremony Honors WarriorsCeremony Honors WarriorsCeremony Honors WarriorsCeremony Honors Warriors
By BRYAN O’CONNOR
Of The Gazette Staff
September 14, 2003

Veterans from every foreign
war since World War II
gathered Saturday at the
Canyon Creek battleground to
honor the warriors who died
there and in other wars.

great-grandfather’s family had helped
the Nez Perce in their flight to Canada
in 1877. Axtell said his great-grandfa-
ther fought in the battle at Canyon
Creek, then died in the battle at Bear’s
Paw, near Chinook, just before Chief
Joseph’s famous surrender on Oct. 5,
1877.

Axtell, who fibbed about his age
so he could join the Army at age 17 in
1943, said he visits Bear’s Paw every
year to honor his great-grandfather. As
the pipe went around, the 78-year-old
veteran had some words on war.

“I am happy to smoke this with
all of you,” Axtell said. “Maybe some-
day there will be no more veterans when
we run out of bullets. How can we kill
one another when we say we are fight-
ing for peace?”

The Canyon Creek battleground
is about seven miles north of Laurel just
off Buffalo Trail Road. It was one of
several battles fought between Nez
Perce and U.S. Cavalry troops in 1877.
The Nez Perce had refused to give up
their land in present-day Washington,
Idaho and Oregon and clashed with
white settlers.

The number of Nez Perce killed
at Canyon Creek is disputed, but most
historians believe that it was between
one and three, with three wounded.
They tend to believe that two Cavalry
troops died and about 12 were wounded
in the battle.

The battle took place when Col.
Samuel Sturgis and his men caught up
with the Nez Perce near the canyon. Nez
Perce marksmen stayed behind to fend
off the soldiers while most of the women
and children fled in the other direction
to safety.
Copyright © The Billings Gazette.
Reprinted with permission.

TribalTribalTribalTribalTribal
CHINOOK - The Nez Perce who make
the 10-hour trip from Idaho every year
to commemorate the struggle at this
battlefield north of the Bear Paw Moun-
tains will tell you the weather is typi-
cally a fitting reminder of the hardships
about 800 of their ancestors faced here
on six snowy fall days in 1877.

On Sunday morning warm sun-
shine and a gentle breeze graced the two
riderless horses - one representing the
Nez Perce men and boys who were here,
the other representing the women and
girls - that were led in a circle around a
crowd of more than 100 people - mostly
Nez Perce, along with a sprinkling of
Assiniboine and Gros Ventre American
Indians and National Park Service em-
ployees - gathered at the Bear Paw
Battlefield Sunday morning.

The tribe has repeated this memo-
rial ceremony, which also included a
traditional pipe ceremony, honor songs,
speeches by tribal leaders and the lay-
ing of a memorial wreath, since 1977.
The group also visited Fort Walsh,
Alberta, on Saturday and, earlier Sun-
day morning, a site on the Milk River
where seven Nez Perce warriors were
killed.

Nez Perce tribal chair Anthony
Johnson recalled his earlier visits here
years ago.

“We shed tears, felt anger and
hatred. As time went on I understood
the purpose of being here and the word
of healing instead of hatred,” said
Johnson, 33, who brought his young
daughter to the battlefield this year.
“Maybe the next generation, she won’t
feel the hatred that I felt as an angry
young man.”

For the Nez Perce, the battle -
where about 40 Nez Perce and 24 U.S.
soldiers died - marked the end of a
1,600-mile trek toward safety in
Canada, and the beginning of a period
of dispersal of the five bands of Nez
Perce who made it this far.

Some 430 stayed behind with
Chief Joseph, surrendering on Oct. 5;
more than 250 others slipped away be-
fore and after the battle and made it into
Canada, said local history teacher Jim
Magera, a seasonal park ranger at the
battlefield who has studied the Nez
Perce since 1955.

Some stayed in Canada, while
others eventually returned to the United
States. Another band refused to fight
early on in the war but were taken pris-
oner and sent to Fort Vancouver, Wash.
Joseph’s band was sent to Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, to languish until
1885, when the 287 who survived were
split between the tribe’s Idaho reserva-
tion at Lapwai and the Colville Indian
Reservation in Washington state. Many

Annual Trek Commemorates
Famous Battle By Jerome Tharaud / Havre Daily News

Nez Perce eventually moved to those
two reservations, and a few also went
to the Umatilla Indian Reservation in
Oregon. Still others settled on other
tribes’ reservations, including Fort
Belknap and the Crow Indian Reserva-
tion.

Today’s Nez Perce are tied to
these places by the dead they buried
there. The descendants of Joseph, Look-
ing Glass, Ollokot, White Bird, Yellow
Wolf and others come together this time
every year in Montana.

“It’s a time for us to reconnect
with the land,” said Nakia Williamson-
Cloud, 28, one of two riders who led
the riderless horses around the circle.
“The reason we treat it so sacred is be-
cause our people are buried here.”

He said the tribe has a similar cer-
emony at Fort Vancouver every year.

Williamson-Cloud said the visits
help remind him of the hardships, but
that the purpose is not to cast blame.

“We’re more interested in recon-
ciliation with our past and trying to
move past this,” he said.

That doesn’t mean forgetting, said
tribal member Robert Taylor, 39.

“All our lives we’ve learned of
Chief Joseph, Yellow Wolf, Looking
Glass,” and the other warriors, Taylor
said. “To be some place where things
actually happened, it connects you to
this.”

He added, “Children need to
know why a treaty was written, what
roots and berries to gather, when to hunt.
In essence, we’re here because our el-
ders are still teaching us.”

Taylor said the Nez Perce used to
come to this area before 1877 to hunt
and had ties with Montana tribes like
the Flathead tribes.

Geneva Greene-Towner said she
grew up hearing stories about the battle-
field. Now she brings her children and
her grandchildren from Lapwai every
year - “so they’ll know where they came
from and that they are survivors.”

Magera said the battlefield is one
of the few sites from the Nez Perce War
of 1877 that still looks the way it did at
the time of the battle, and that people
come here from all over the world to
see what he called “a paradigm of
American Indian experience.”

But he said there is another side
of the story that should not be forgot-
ten: the U.S. soldiers who fought here.
Magera said the soldiers were caught
in the political climate of the time, and
that unlike other battles like the one at
the Big Hole on Aug. 10, 1877, they did
not behave brutally here.

“I think that’s a side of the story
that needs to be told, the humanity of
the soldiers,” he said. Magera said the

soldiers looked the other way while
some of the Indians escaped into
Canada, and said there is at least one
account of soldiers giving water to
women and children who were crying
for it.

But women and children were
killed, said Johnson after the ceremony,
as he faced east over the battlefield to
watch small groups leaving gifts of to-
bacco, beads and food along the trail.

Johnson recalled the anger he felt
years ago when a friend pointed out the
spot where he said three women and a
little girl were killed by an artillery shell
during the battle. He said the deaths of
warriors and soldiers was easier to ac-
cept than the others, because that’s what
warriors and soldiers do.

“For women and children to die,
it hurts,” he said.

Johnson started to cry and wiped
his cheek with his thumb while his 6-
year-old daughter played nearby. He
recalled the first time his mother took
him here.

“When I was her age we came to
this site and she cried. All she said was,
‘Our people died here.’ It’ll be the same
for my daughter one day when she’s

older.”
It will be different at least in one

way, he hopes.
“I want her to be strong enough

to not feel anger. ... It’s in our nature to
be strong warriors, but not in terms of
carrying anger,” he said.

 © Havre Daily News2003/10/06
Reprinted with permission

Look who turned 13
Lamont

We love you!

Auntie Vicki, Nakia, Sheryl, Sewaas

CCCCCootchie Cootchie
Coo

Happy Birthday Rich

Love Your Family
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The Nez Perce Tribe Veterans
Affairs Office hosted a Veterans Stand
down on Friday, September 19, 2003.

Stand down is a military term
used during combat to pull front line
troops to a safe place to recover from
the vigor of fighting.

The purpose of this stand down
was to provide a gateway to VA and
community services for veterans by
bringing them together at a single place
to recover from life’s daily struggles and
apply for services and benefits which
they have earned.

The event was successful with
sixty-eight veterans registered.  Twenty-
two service organizations were repre-
sented to give information and assis-
tance to veterans and their dependents.
In addition, William M. Bishop, Veter-
ans Liaison Office, Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, Anchorage, Alaska, was
in attendance.

A Pendleton blanket was pre-
sented to World War II veteran A. J.
“Spud” Grim of Lewiston, for being the
oldest veteran in attendance.

Door prizes were drawn through-
out the day.  A free lunch was provided
by the VFW Post 10933 women’s aux-
iliary, followed by clothing distribution.
The Army National Guard humvee was
on display as an added attraction.

Thank you to the following par-
ticipating service representatives:  Jim
Vance, Regional Director, Department
of Veterans Affairs; Ben Keeley, State
Service Officer, Idaho Division of Vet-
erans Services; Pat
Teague, Service Pro-
gram Supervisor, Idaho
Division of Veterans
Services; Tom
Ghormley, Nez Perce
County Service Of-
ficer; Ronald Barnes,
Administrator, Idaho
State Veterans Home;
Chris Oliver, Health
Care for Homeless,
VAMC, Walla Walla;
John Davis, Health
Care for Homeless,
VAMC, Spokane; An-
gela Erskine/Jackie
Johnson, Veterans Out-
reach Center, Spokane; Roger Madsen,
Director, Idaho Department of Labor;
Jim Ziegenfuss/Dick Hart, Veterans
Employment Consultants, IDOL, Job
Service; Rick Erb, Recruiter, Army Na-
tional Guard; Leo Dub, State Sr. Vice
Commander, VFW;  Howard Osterberg,
District II Commander, VFW; Robin
Hayhurst, 2nd District Commander,
American Legion;  Max Trickey, Tech-

nical Expert, Social Security Adminis-
tration; Randy Robinson, Attorney,
Idaho Legal Aid; Connie Granbois,
Community Action Food Bank; Connie
Mesteth & staff, Nez Perce Tribe Com-

munity Wellness Program; Gloria Hart,
Nez Perce Tribe Dental Program;
Beverly Fowler & staff, Nez Perce Tribe
Drug & Alcohol Program; Dick Storch,
Nez Perce Tribe Mental Health Pro-
gram; Bob Gollenberg/Sonia Van
Woerkom, Nez Perce Tribe Vocational
Rehabilitation Program.

Special thanks goes out to: Tribal
Chairman, Anthony Johnson, for his

Story by June Pinkham, Veterans Affairs OfficerVeterans Standdown a Success
opening remarks; Wilfred “Scotty”
Scott and Jacob Whiteplume for the
color guard and drum; “Scotty” also for
his leadership during the event; Julia
Davis-Wheeler  and Gilbert Towner for
their prayer offerings, VFW Post 10933
Auxiliary for the dinner contribution;
Headmaster’s School of Hair Design
for their generous contribution of hair
care products and haircut certificates
which were a part of the door prizes;
Nez Perce Tribal Gaming Enterprise for
their contribution of registration gifts;
Rosauers Supermarket for their contri-
bution of donuts; DAV, Caldwell, Idaho
for a monetary contribution; the follow-
ing tribal employees for their above and
beyond contributions - Lori Picard,
Sherri Lozon, Susie Ellenwood,
Jackienna Trail, Tony Domebo, Tony
Dick, Mary Taylor, and the Mainte-
nance Crew; the young men who helped
with clean up, Adam, Dimitri, and
Harry; and last, but certainly not least,
the Veterans Advisory Group for all
their help in planning this event.

The Advisory Group consists of
Tom Alfrey, Connie Evans, Julian
Matthews, David Scott, Lee Seth, Mae
Taylor, Rod Wheeler, and Del White.

The spirit of cooperation of all of
the above was the key to the success of
the event.

Russ Spencer and Jim McCormack taking a minute to relax.

The Indian Health Service Scholarship Program applications for the academic year Sept
2004-August 2005 awards cycle will be available for distribution in November 2003.
Full-time and part-time academic scholarships will be funded for each of the three (3)
scholarship programs listed below:

Health Professions Preparatory Scholarship awards are made to American Indian or
Alaskan Natives (1) who have successfully completed high school education or high school
equivalency and (2) who have been accepted for enrollment in a compensatory, pre-pro-
fessional general education courses or curriculum. Support is limited to 2 years for full-
time students and the part-time equivalent of 2 years not to exceed 4 years for part-time
students. Eligible academic programs considered for funding will be listed in the applica-
tion packets.

Health Professions Pregraduate Scholarship awards are made to American Indian and
Alaskan Natives (1) who have successfully completed high school education or high school
equivalency and (2) who have been accepted for enrollment or are enrolled in an accred-
ited pregraduate program leading to a baccalaureate degree in:

a. Pre-Medicine
b. Pre-Dentistry

Support is limited to 4 years for full-time students and the part-time equivalent of 4 years
not to exceed 8 years for part-time students.

Health Professions Scholarships are awarded only to individuals who are members of a
Federally recognized tribe (State recognized does not qualify). To be eligible for this
scholarship, the individual (1) must be enrolled in a Federally recognized tribe and (2)
must be enrolled in an appropriately accredited school and pursuing a course of study in a
health professional program. Eligible health professional academic programs for funding
will be listed in the application packets.

Support is limited to 4 years for full-time students and part-time equivalent of 4 years not
to exceed 8 years for part-time students. The Health Professions Scholarship requires a
payback obligation that equals each year of support given or a minimum of 2 years.

Benefits
• $1,080.00 monthly living stipend (sent directly to student)
• Total “full” tuition payment to Recipient’s school
• Payment of reasonable educational expenses (as determined by the school)
• $400.00 available for tutorial expenses (annually)
• Up to $300.00 travel expenses
• Scholarship renewed if Recipient maintains good academic status

Applications for the 2004-2005 IHS Scholarship cycle can be requested from:
Denise Imholt, Scholarship Coordinator
Portland Area Indian Health Service 1220 SW Third Ave, Room 476
Portland, Oregon 97204
(503) 326-5716
dimholt@pao.portland. ihs. gov
The deadline for applications to be received in the above office is February 28, 2004.

INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM & APPLICATIONS

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The United
States and Russia have taken another
major step toward closing down the last
three remaining Russian reactors pro-
ducing weapons-grade plutonium with
the signing of two contracts for fossil-
fuel power plants to be built and refur-
bished in Siberia.

The two U.S. companies under
contract, Washington Group Interna-
tional and Raytheon Technical Services,
will carry out this work at the two sites,
which will begin in Fiscal Year 2004.
The companies have completed nego-
tiations with Rosatomstroi, a Russian
investment and construction company,
for preliminary designs of projects to
refurbish and construct fossil-fuel
power plants in Seversk and
Zheleznogorsk.  When the refurbish-
ment and construction have been com-
pleted, operation of the plants will per-
mit the shut down of the plutonium pro-
duction reactors.

This agreement represents an-
other major step in the U.S.-Russia
Elimination of Weapons-Grade Pluto-
nium Production Program (EWGPP)
initiated by U.S. Energy Secretary

U.S. and Russia Take Major Steps
Toward Shut Down of Last Three
Weapons Reactors
Contracts  Signed for Fossi l -Fuel  Plants

Spencer Abraham and Russian Minis-
ter of Atomic Energy Alexandr
Rumyantsev.

“The administration places a high
priority on successful nonproliferation
programs, and elimination of weapons-
grade plutonium production in Russia
is an important step in our joint non-
proliferation program,” Secretary
Abraham said.   “Our two countries
have made good progress towards non-
proliferation goals, and we look for-
ward to continuing our good work and
progress through successful ventures
like this.”

The three Russian reactors not
only produce significant amounts of
weapons-grade plutonium daily, they
also provide heat and electricity to sev-
eral hundred thousand Russians in the
traditionally closed cities of Seversk
and Zheleznogorsk.  These reactors
have deficiencies in the areas of design,
equipment, and materials, and are con-
sidered to be among the highest risk
reactors in the world.   To ensure reac-
tor safety, high priority safety upgrades
are being expeditiously pursued with
the help of the Department of Energy.

At a ceremony in Vienna in
March 2003, Secretary Abraham and
Minister Rumyantsev signed the agree-
ment that would reduce the threat from
weapons of mass destruction by stop-
ping plutonium production at the last
three Russian plutonium production re-
actors.  In May 2003, Abraham and the
Russian Ambassador to the United
States, Yuri Ushakov, announced that
$466 million was awarded to two U.S.
companies to begin the shutdown work.
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Larry and Pam White Eagle have
operated their gift shop, White Eagle’s
since April of 1994 but the story doesn’t
begin there. The White Eagles entered
into a lease with the Nez Perce Tribe
for the land and building
back in 1992.  Once the
lease was secured, the White
Eagles had to renovate the
shambled building in order
make it a safe and pleasant
place to work, meet and
greet customers. The gift
shop is located on Highway
12 about four miles east of
the Orofino, Idaho on the left
side of the highway as a per-
son travels up the Clearwater
River.  April 2004 will mark
their tenth year at this location.

Prior to opening the
shop, the couple had to re-
habilitate the building. The building was
simply run down, it had no interior walls
and its support beams were unstable.
“The building sat here for years,” said
Mrs. White Eagle. “We both worked
with the Tribe building houses and
Larry is an equipment operator. We
worked for the Clearwater Fish Hatch-
ery and for the Tribal Head Start Program
together so, we thought we could do this
together,” Mrs. White Eagle continued.

“We had to replace the roof, get
it re-wired, complete the windows, and
paint the interior and exterior walls of
the building. My her sister-in-law,
Jenny Hudson, and I painted the horses
on the building because we had to make
the building more appealing.” Mrs.
White Eagle said.

The wonderful stylized appaloosa
design on the exterior walls of the gift
shop look so natural among the shrubs
that hug the building.

“Financially, it took about
$18,000 in reconstruction in order to
open the doors. We are still paying on
this debt. We took out two small loans
and used my credit cards to get the job
done,” commented Mrs. White Eagle.

“One time we had a couple come
through that gave us $100 and they told
us to do with it whatever we needed to
do so, we each bought a pair of shoes.
That is what we needed at the time. They

were from the Turtle Moun-
tain Foundation in Minnesota, a differ-
ent Rez.”

Mrs. White Eagle continued, “I
have skills in beading and painting plus
Larry has the carving skills.”

The couple worked with Cleo
from the Cee Mee Nee Cum Trading
Post for a couple of years with guid-
ance from her as a shop
owner and operator.
“They were really nice
to us,” said the White
Eagles.

“When the doors
opened in 1994, I was
scared to death. We
didn’t know if anyone
one was going to come
by and buy anything and
then we had our first
customer who bought a
pair of earrings, we
were so happy about that,” Mrs. White
Eagle said. “Our busiest months at the
shop are June through September, the
tourist season. We have regular custom-
ers that continue to stop here during
their vacations. They always make a

point to stop at our shop to buy gifts
and give updates on what and where they
are going and doing. It is nice to have
regular customers come back through the
years,” said Mrs. White Eagle.

When the shop first opened, they
did try to sell other artists work on con-
signment but, found it to be difficult and
unprofitable to do. “Everything is made
by us. I was just a beader but now I can
paint, do leather work, make masks and
sew. You learn to be very creative and
work in many mediums when you are
in the business. Recently, we got a kiln
and I am going to be making my own
beads, I love to make beads. They will
be made into jewelry,” said Mrs. White
Eagle with excitement in her voice.

The White Eagles enjoy having
their own business and making their
own inventory for the shop. “It takes
perseverance and hard work to keep an
inventory on hand for customers. When
we first opened our doors we were hit
hard for donations by organizations but
now we donate to about five worthy
organizations,” said White Eagle.

“Sometimes we can run out of
energy until a new idea comes along and
then we get motivated and produce
more new products for the shop. We

have two nieces, Jaden Rose Hudson and
Summer Jewill Hayden that spend a lot
of time with us at the shop and on the
road. They make items that are sold in
the shop too. They go with us when we
travel to art and craft shows. They are
learning the trade from us,” Mrs. White
Eagle said. “Summer loves to paint, do
bead work and greet our customers.
Winter season is coming and we will be
able to make more things to have on
stock. There will be some winter bazaars
coming up and we will be there selling
our crafts,” informed Mrs. White Eagle.

“We have met people from many
places and they learn Indians are civi-
lized. We are good ambassadors for the
Tribe. One time a customer and his fam-
ily came by and saw our US Flag with
an Indian on it and he wanted to know
where to get one like it. Well, Larry went
and took it down and gave it to him.
The customer was shocked but happy,”
said Mrs. White Eagle. “They came
back and gave us a bag of old dentelium
that Pam will make something with,”
Mr. White Eagle said.

“We are the rocks in our family
and when our family needs us we close
our shop and take care of the personal
business. Our business hours are 10:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. when open. “I choose
this, we give up the ‘Big Things’. I
choose to be able to be with and help
my family and I feel myself to be fortu-
nate to stay close to home,” said Mrs.
White Eagle.

White Eagle Gift Shop Continues On
By Agnes L. Weaskus

While logging onto the Indian
Country Today Web-site, the topic of the
West Nile Virus (WNV) became alarm-
ing to read. The Aberdeen, S.D. Indian
Health Service is on alert for human cases.
Information is being shared across the In-
dian Nation for tribal people to take heed
of this illness and to take percautions to
prevent the growth of mosquitoes by emp-
tying any standing water such as old tires
or anything that can hold water for any
period of time. People are encouraged to
wear long sleeved shirts and pants that
cover the body.

Eighteen cases WNV have been de-
tected in two counties on the Cheyenne
River Reservation according to state of-
fice of epidemiology. The Cheyenne River
Reservation is an arid region, not usually
thought of as mosquito country. However,
one of the two mosquitoes species in the
area that carries the virus is hardy and can
survive winters and they are mosquitoes
that will bite birds and other animals. Last
year the horses were infected with WNV
and people treated their horses with a vac-
cination, but there is no such vaccination
for humans at this time.

A lot of people are exposed to the
virus and they are encouraged to buy re-
pellant and spray their exposed areas of
their bodies and the clothes they are wear-
ing when going outdoors to attend pow-
wows, sports games, and other outdoor
activities. People are further asked to buy
repellent for the elders because they are
the ones hit hardest with the virus. Some
Tribal Housing Authorities are gearing up
and buying sprays to treat the community
projects in order to reduce the mosquito
populations where cases have been reported.

Once children have been educated
to the problems at school, they have been
going home and surveying their home
yards and turning over anything that can
hold water so mosquitoes can not lay eggs,
develop and grow.

Symptoms of severe WNV include
headache, high fever, stiff neck, mental
confusion, muscle weakness, tremors,
convulsions, coma and paralysis. The
older adults, usually 50 and older are
more susceptible to the virus as well as
people with other diseases such as dia-
betes. Indians are showing a higher inci-
dence of the virus than any other popu-
lation.

The West Nile is carried by birds,
but is transmitted by mosquitoes from
birds to animals and other mammals. The
Center For Disease Control is working
with states and tribes affected by this dis-
ease. There are some mosquito eradica-
tion presentations taking place with the
cooperation of tribes and states to better
control possible epidemics. If you have
any questions regarding this disease con-
tact your local health facility or you may
log on to one of these sites on your com-
puter: http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvdid/
westnile/wnv factSheet.htm or http://
health2k.state.nv.us/special/WNV/ or
http://health2k.state.nv.us/special/WNV /
repellent.htm or http://
www.equinewestnile.com/default.htm.

West Nile Virus is
Becoming a Threat
to Reservations
By Agnes L. Weaksus

White Eagle’s sign that greets you on HWY 12
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SPOKANE — A major electricity
blackout like the one that hit the East
Coast and parts of the Midwest on
August 14 is unlikely in the Pacific
Northwest, thanks to actions that were
taken in response to a similar blackout
that hit much of the West Coast in Au-
gust 1996.  But it’s best to “never say
never,” the director of the Northwest
Power Pool told the Northwest Power
and Conservation Council in Spokane.

The Council invited Jerry Rust,
who directs the Portland-based asso-
ciation of 16 electricity transmission
control areas, to discuss the causes of
the August 14 blackout and also to as-
sess the probability of a similar outage
in the Northwest.

Rust said the West Coast has an
important advantage over the East
Coast: electric utilities and other trans-
mission providers addressed system
maintenance and capacity issues fol-
lowing the August 10, 1996, blackout.

That outage began in Oregon and

cascaded throughout the West, cutting
power to 7.5 million customers, mainly
in California, for periods ranging from
a few minutes to nine hours.

“It took two months to fully un-
derstand what caused that outage; it will
take time to determine what happened
on the East Coast,” Rust said.

In response to the 1996 outage,
Northwest utilities took a number of ac-
tions, including:
* Created an entity, the North-
west Security Coordinator, with author-
ity to oversee transmission lines;
* Agreed on system operating
conditions that have been studied and
simulated so that problems can be di-
agnosed and fixed quickly;
* Established a voluntary, con-
tractual reliability management system
for transmission operations with fines
and/or sanctions for violations;
* Established a policy and re-
lated operations to respond to two ma-
jor outages rather than one, as was the
case before the 1996 outage; and
* Agreed on an electricity con-
tingency reserve that is available if volt-
age drops suddenly;

 “Vigilance is the key,” Council
Chair Judi Danielson of Idaho said.

“Here in the Northwest we have taken
actions that will reduce the probability
of a major outage.  But we also under-
stand that quick and unexpected growth
in the economy could lead to higher
demand for electricity, and so we need
to be sure we continue to have adequate
supplies and adequate transmission ca-
pacity.”

The challenge for the future is to
ensure new generators and transmission
capacity are added to the regional sys-
tem even when deregulated power prices
are low enough to discourage investments
in construction, Danielson said.

Actions taken since 1996 will
help decrease likelihood of
major regional power outage,
but the system is not
foolproof, power expert says

Can A Major Power Outage Hit The West?
“This is an important issue we are

tackling as we revise our Northwest
Power Plan,” she said.  The Council
plans to complete the power plan revi-
sion by next spring.

The Council is an agency of the
states of Idaho, Montana, Oregon and
Washington and is directed by the
Northwest Power Act of 1980 to assure
the region an adequate, efficient, eco-
nomical and reliable power supply
while protecting, mitigating and en-
hancing fish and wildlife of the Colum-
bia River Basin affected by hydropower
dams.

As a child living on the Nez Perce
Reservation in Idaho, JoAnn Kauffman
wondered why so many members of her
tribe were ill and dying.

“It seemed we were always go-
ing to funerals,” Kauffman said. “The
number of people with severe illness
seemed disproportionate to other com-
munities.”

She thought about becoming a
doctor, but she was squeamish about
blood. Then, in her third year of col-
lege, she discovered the field of public
health, and today, Indian Country is
better for it.

“I pondered how to channel that
concern for the health of native people,”
Kauffman said. “I was not the type to
poke needles, but I knew I wanted to
make a difference.”

In a 25-year career, Kauffman, 50,
has established a reputation as a pas-
sionate and effective advocate for bet-
ter health and social services for Native
Americans.

Her nine-person Spokane consult-
ing firm, Kauffman and Associates, has
had a huge impact on health policy na-
tionwide. The firm has drafted legisla-
tion regarding Indian health that is pend-
ing before Congress. Kauffman and
Associates also has convened forums
involving hundreds of tribes to address
services on tribal lands for people with
disabilities, with substance abuse prob-
lems and with tendencies toward vio-
lence or suicide.

Her firm recently landed a
$500,000 federal contract with the U.S.
Administration on Aging to find ways
to provide better services for Native

American senior citizens.
“What JoAnn’s company has

done has been beneficial to all tribes
nationwide, as far as adequate funding
for the Indian Health Service, things that
affect tribes nationwide,” said Samuel
Penney, who was chairman of the Nez
Perce Tribe for 10 years and remains
on the executive committee. “She’s
been very adamant and instrumental in
promoting that, not only for our tribe,
but for tribes across the country.”

And Kauffman does it from her
office on West First in Spokane, when
her primary competitors are “Beltway
bandits” — consulting firms that work
in Washington, D.C., and have easy ac-
cess to the same federal contracts
Kauffman pursues.

Among Kauffman’s other clients
are state and local agencies, Indian
tribes and grass-roots organizations.

Kauffman grew up in Idaho and
Seattle and has a master’s degree in
public health administration from the
University of California at Berkeley.
After working on health care issues in
the Northwest, she and her husband,
Tom Keefe, moved to Washington,
D.C., in 1989, for Keefe’s job with U.S.
Sen. Brock Adams. Kauffman founded
her company there, mostly as a lobby-
ing firm around Native American health
issues.

They moved back to the North-
west in 1994. Concerned that their chil-
dren would lose touch with their cul-
ture, Kauffman and Keefe moved to
Kamiah, Idaho, so their children could
grow up on the Nez Perce Reservation.

“Now they have their own net-
work of family and friends,” Kauffman
said. “They have relationships with the
tribe.”

Then in 2000, with their children
entering high school, they moved to
Spokane to give the kids access to col-

lege preparatory education.
Keefe, a lawyer who ran for Con-

gress against U.S. Rep. George
Nethercutt in 2000, is general counsel
for KAI.

Though most of Kauffman’s work
is national in scope, she also takes on
grass-roots projects she just can’t ig-
nore. For example, the firm is mount-
ing a campaign to justify the importance
of a small urban health clinic in Okla-
homa City that is in danger of being
closed.

“We do work that’s important,”
Kauffman said. “I have to be passion-
ate about the topics we’re taking on. The
thing that makes a difference here is
there’s passion and compassion about
the topic.

“There’s a human connection.”
That extends to protecting tribal

interests surrounding historic and cul-
tural sites as well.

Locally, KAI is working with
Grant County Public Utility District on
the relicensing of its Priest Rapids and
Wanapum dams on the Columbia River.
The Wanapum and Colville tribes and
Yakama nation all have interest in the
project for cultural or historic reasons.
Kauffman is working with the tribes and
with federal and state agencies to de-
velop a plan to protect those sites, said
Linda Jones, Grant County PUD’s man-
ager of natural resources and commu-
nication.

“JoAnn is very respectful. She is
a great listener,” Jones said. “She can
take a group of people that have very
dissimilar interests and move them into
working on solutions to problems.”

The news magazine American
Indian Report in 1999 named KAI one
of five great Indian-owned small busi-
nesses nationwide.

And good businesses in Spokane
mean better job opportunities. Moving

to Spokane from Idaho allowed KAI to
find skilled research associates from
within a university community. The firm
has kept some of Spokane’s best and
brightest from leaving the area to work
in larger markets.

Ara Walline was Mead High
School’s 1995 valedictorian and a
graduate of Dartmouth College when
she came home for a spell between jobs.
After working on a temporary basis at
KAI, she was hired to conduct research.

“This is the only company of its
kind in the nation. To have it be in my
hometown is such a godsend,” Walline
said. “Of my peers, I’m the only one
left in Spokane.”

Kauffman acknowledges that fre-
quently, when her firm’s work is com-
plete, the real work is just beginning.
KAI’s work lays the groundwork for
change, but sometimes can’t force
change to occur.

“It’s a real contribution,”
Kauffman said, “but so much is depen-
dent on the people at the local level to
pick up these tools and put them into
action.”

Woman Links Career and Ancestry
Small business close-up:
Consulting firm advocates
better health and social
services for Native Americans
nationwide

Story by Alison Boggs,
© The Spokesman-Review Friday,
September 12, 2003
Reprinted with Permission

On October 9, 2003, Lapwai
School District Afterschool Program
will be participating in the fourth an-
nual national Lights On Afterschool!
rally.  We will be one of more than 5,000
sites across the nation that will help send
the message that afterschool is key to
children’s academic and social success.
We must keep afterschool’s lights on
and doors open.

The success of afterschool pro-
grams must be a collaborative effort in-
volving community, schools, parents,

Lights On Afterschool
business leaders and our elected offi-
cials.  It is vital that we continue to pro-
vide homework assistance and aca-
demic enrichment activities in a safe,
positive, creative environment.

Lapwai School District’s
Afterschool Program will hold an Open
House at the Lapwai Elementary
School on October 9 from 5 to 6 P.M.
Please join us and show your support
for keeping the lights on for afterschool
so that we can inspire our children to-
ward a brighter future.
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The “Nez Perce Art in the
Wallowa” brought in 12K at the seventh
annual art auction and dinner held on
the 20th of September of this year.
Michelle Perales chairperson for the
event said, “It went great, we had 15
artist and everyone sold art.  The buf-
falo and salmon dinner was wonderful.
Everyone enjoyed it along with the
huckleberry cheesecake that was just
delicious. We all had a good time.”  She
continued, “I feel a lot of the success
had to do with the networking between
native artists and our community.   Ev-
eryone enjoyed Nez Perce storyteller,
musician and jokester JR Spencer, who
provided us with entertainment.”

“I thought it was a good crowd,
and everyone seemed to enjoy them-
selves,” commented her husband Tim
Perales (Tim left on the 30th of Sep-
tember for Iraq to join the 1/19th A. Co.
Special Forces unit whom the Nez Perce
veterans held a pipe ceremony for in Aug.

Wilber Bebee took top bid with a
sale of his bronze of an Indian woman
with her arms outstretched; it was sold
to a visitor from Vancouver, Washing-
ton for $2,900.  Among other success-
ful artist was Thelissa Redhawk, who
sold two of her paintings for $1,200 and
$900.

“I would have loved to see the
painting ‘Salmon Spawning’ hanging in
one of our fisheries offices was one of
the best paintings I’ve seen of fish in a
long time,” said Joe McCormack of Jo-
seph, OR.

“Gene Andy was our featured art-
ist and I remember him just getting out
of art school about 15 years ago pro-
ducing paintings.  His art work now is
so advanced that he catches the eye of
art lovers throughout the Inland Pacific
Northwest, he has improved so much I
just feel proud to have been able to
watch him grow as an artist,” said
McCormack

“Young dancers from Toppenish,
Washington performed native dances in
the afternoon of the event. The dancers
later attended the dinner where a hat was
passed around the 25 dinner tables in
order to help raise money for their trip
to Japan and the opening for the new
Native American wing of the
Smithsonian Institute in Washington,
D.C.” McCormack said.

“Thanks to all volunteers, artist
and attendees from the WBNPTIC Inc.
for helping to make our event a suc-
cess,” concluded McCormack.

“Nez Perce Art
in the Wallowa”
Annual Art Show Brings
Beauty to Behold

In the land where the Nimiipuu
live the great creator has brought to-
gether many different faces over the
centuries. One of these faces belongs
to the “Owyhees” or Hawaiians, an
English alphabet version interpreted by
missionaries trying to develop their own
new version in the early 1800’s.

In 1812 a temporary fur trading
post was established on the Snake River,
opposite the mouth of the Owyhee for
use during the winter of 1813-1814.
Donald Mackenzie, a partner in the
Northwest Hudson Bay Company,
brought a large Snake country expedi-
tion to the region in 1818.

Mackenzie had a varied group
under his command. His force included
a substantial number of French-Cana-
dians and Iroquois refugees from New
York. In addition, he had many other
kinds of distant Indians, and several
“Owyhees”.

When MacKenzie’s trapping ex-
pedition reached Boise Valley in 1818,
the Iroquois chose to remain there for
the winter, but several Owyhees decided
to explore the country to the southwest,
and were never seen again.

Although the Owyhees did not
come to Idaho in large numbers, they
continued to lend variety to the Hudson
Bay operations for many years. They
were active at Fort Boise in particular,
and made up almost all of its staff.
“Kanaka Rapids” on the Snake River,
John C. Fremont’s Fishing Falls was

named after them.They
were said to be “not want-
ing in courage and supe-
rior fisherman, swim-
mers, boatman and hunt-
ers”.

Idaho’s first
Printing Press
arrives in Lapwai

In 1839, Kawaiahao, the oldest
church in Honolulu, Hawaii (my uncle
being a former Pastor ) was about to
come of age. A letter carried by a fur-
trading ship via the Columbia River and
Pacific Ocean, arrived from two mis-
sionaries in Oregon, Rev. Henry
Spaulding and Dr. Marcus Whitman.

After 3 years in Lapwai they had
given the Nez Perce language a written
form and prepared a “spelling book”,
or primer, to enable the people to read
the bible and other translated
matter.Their appeal was for a printing
press, binding equipment and substan-
tial supplies from an Edwin O. Hall, the
islands fifth printer.

Rev.Hiram Bingham then pastor
of Kawaiahao church and his congre-
gation were so interested in helping the
Nimiipuu mission that they were will-
ing to defray the expense of the under-
taking totaling $444.00. So the press
was crated and Mr.and Mrs.Hall took
passage for Fort Vancouver.

From there the Halls traveled with
Hudson’s Bay traders farther up the
Columbia to Fort Walla Walla, where
Mr. Whitman and Dr. Spaulding met

them.
On May 6,1839 the press started

the last stage of its journey to Lapwai
by pack horse then later by canoe
manned by Nez Perce. Three days
later the press was set up and on May
18 the first proof-sheet struck off.
This was the beginning of printing in
the old Oregon Territory, “an occa-
sion for great rejoicing”.

In later years the press was
moved to the Waiilatpu station in
Walla Walla to print materials in the
Cayuse tongue, and then to the
Dalles.

This small printing press from
over the ocean played a large part in
joining the hands and hearts of many
people and now rests at the Portland,
Oregon Historical Society.
*The Hawaiian Federal Recognition Bill
is now before Congress. The bill proposes
that Hawaiians be recognized as
indigenous people of Hawaii. Thus
establishing self-governance and
sovereignty protecting hundreds of health,
education, housing, employment, arts and
cultural programs.

“Aloha Nui Nimiipuu, and
Qe’ciyeew’yew”.

Hawai ians  In  Idaho
Written by Joyce Hauoli Shasteen
 Idaho State Historical Society

Nimíipuutimt Spelling System:
á = short a sounds like the a’s in Dakota. Ex: háham - men.
áa = long a sounds like the a in hall or paw. Ex: táamsas – Wild Rose
é = short e sounds like the e in echo. Ex: síwe –  forehead.
ée = long e sounds like the a in wack. Ex: wéeptes – golden

         eagle.
i = short i sounds like the i in it. Ex: tít – tooth.
íi = long i sounds like the e’s in bee. Ex: píips - bones
o = short o sounds like the o in potato & Arapaho. Ex: tóhon – pants.
óo = long o sounds like the o in oh, tone.
Long o doesn’t glide into a w. Ex: sooyáapoo – Euro

                    American
u = short u sounds like the u in put and look. Ex: sílu – eye.
úu = long u sounds like the bold in pooh or through. Ex: húusus - head
ay = sounds like the bold in mine or pie. Ex: tamtáayn-news or

laymíwt-youngest one.
eey = sounds like the word “Aye”. Ex: Méeywi – morning.
ew = sounds similar to the ow in towel. Ex: tewlíikt – tree.
c = sounds like the ts in “hits”. Ex: cíicyele – purple.
L =  It’s a hissing sound a lot like s. Special l sound. Ex: léeplep – Butterfly.
Put the tip of the tongue on the roof of mouth &
when trying to say the “L” sound, air comes out of
the sides of the mouth.
q = The “back k” sounds like the k in ketchup. Ex: qéhep-bobcat
x = soft “x” hunch up your tongue close to the top of Ex: tátx – fawn.
 your mouth. Start to say the k sound & then move
your tongue down just a little.
x = The uvular or “back” x. It is formed much like Ex: túux - tobacco
the soft x, but farther back in the mouth.
’ = the glottal  stop, for popping & stopping sounds. Ex: wáako’- now.
Say the word That like Tha’, you cut it off, it’s a half
consonant, like “Uh oh!”

School  has s tar ted!  Soon the leaves wil l  fa l l .  Let  only the natural  environment  fal l  on the
ground such as  leaves,  snow and rain.  We must  respect  Mother  Earth and keep i t  c lean.

Phrases to remember always:

’eqíicqitx wéetesne
“Take Care of the Earth”

wéetesne eetx ’apaqa’anno’
“Respect the earth”

píke ’ee qa’anno’
“Respect your mother”

cáapkil’akitx
“Pick it up!” (plural)

’ewqíin
“Throw away”

Cáapkilax tíim’es!
“Pick up the paper!”

^

^^

Nez Perce Language Pledge
Nimíipuutimt

Cukwenéewit, Know it
Hitemenéewit, Learn it

Téecukwe, Teach it
Cixnéewit, Speak it

Titooqanáawit, Live it
Wiyéeleeheyn, Everyday!

Take action call: 843-7325

N i m i i p u t i m t  C o r n e rN i m i i p u t i m t  C o r n e rN i m i i p u t i m t  C o r n e rN i m i i p u t i m t  C o r n e rN i m i i p u t i m t  C o r n e r

H a p p y  B i r t h d a yH a p p y  B i r t h d a yH a p p y  B i r t h d a yH a p p y  B i r t h d a yH a p p y  B i r t h d a y

S h a n e

Oc t .  7 th

Grandma  &  Grandpa
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“WE CARE ABOUT YOU!” As employees of Nimiipuu Health, we nurses
take pride in our jobs and strive to give the best possible care to you and your
families.  We will be writing a short article each month about a health topic and
we would like your input!  Let us know what you would like to see discussed here.

Your clinic nurses are: Tracy Adkins, Linda Busch, Cindy Worth, Ramona
Fraser, Marie Hollingsworth, Sam Morton, and Linda Mullen, plus Virginia Jensen
is at our Kamiah Clinic.

According to the American Can-
cer Society’s Cancer Facts and Figures
for 2002, the number of new cases of
breast cancer in women was 203,500
with the rates of death at 39,600.  In
Idaho, breast cancer and prostate can-
cer tied for the most new cancer sites.
Cancer of the breast ranks second in
cancer deaths in the United States.
Among American Indians/Alaskan Na-
tives, the new cases of cancer are 239.6
per 100,000.  The deaths from breast
cancer are 14.9 per 100,000 with the
incident of breast cancer at 58 per
100,000.  The rates of breast cancer are
lower among Native women, but the
incident of death is higher.

I want to invite all people to ask
your mom, girlfriend, sister, best-friend,

co-worker, auntie, cousin or significant
other when was the last time they had a
mammogram or physical.  Let them
know that you care about their health
and want them to be around for as long
as possible.  All women over the age of
20 should be checking their breasts
monthly for lumps.  We have pamphlets
about how to do this at the clinic.  All
women over the age of 40 should have
an annual mammogram, an X-ray to
detect any changes in the breast.

Early detection of cancer is cru-
cial for the greater chance of survival.
For further information please don’t
hesitate to speak with any nurse at the
Nimiipuu Clinic at 843-2271, Kamiah
Clinic at 935-0733 or Community
Health at 843-7303.

OCTOBER IS BREAST
CANCER MONTH

This month’s “GOT NURSE” care note is by Linda Busch
Linda Busch has been with us for six years, wearing many hats in our clinic

from case management to foot clinic.  She has special expertise in infection con-
trol and employee health, as well as epidemiology, and safety and disaster pre-
paredness.  She lives with her husband Mike, who is a wonderful cook, and two
teenagers, one son and one daughter, and “Zena” the warrior princess, a Lhaso
Apso with extraordinary puppy talents.

Linda is only moderately obsessed with quilting. She looks forward to spend-
ing many more years in our community and enjoys her clients always.  Please
feel free to call or drop in when you need her expert services!

Got Nurse ???

1. Why get vaccinated?
Pneumococcal disease is a seri-

ous disease that causes much sickness
and death. In fact, pneumococcal dis-
ease kills more people in the United
States each year than all other vaccine-
preventable diseases combined. Anyone
can get pneumococcal disease. How-
ever, some people are at greater risk
from the disease. These include people
65 and older, the very young, and people
with special health problems such as
alcoholism, heart or lung disease, kid-
ney failure, diabetes, HIV infection, or
certain types of cancer.

Pneumococcal disease can lead to
serious infections of the lungs (pneu-
monia), the blood (bacteremia), and the
covering of the brain (meningitis).
About 1 out of every 20 people who get
pneumococcal pneumonia dies from it,
as do about 2 people out of 10 who get
bacteremia and 3 people out of 10 who
get meningitis. People with the special
health problems mentioned above are
even more likely to die from the dis-
ease.

Drugs such as penicillin were
once effective in treating these infec-
tions, but the disease has become more
resistant to these drugs, making treat-
ment of pneumococcal infections more
difficult. This makes prevention of the
disease through vaccination even more
important.

2.Pneumococcal polysaccharide
vaccine (PPV)

The pneumococcal polysaccha-
ride vaccine (PPV) protects against 23
types of pneumococcal bacteria. Most
healthy adults who get the vaccine de-
velop protection to most or all of these
types within 2 to 3 weeks of getting the
shot. Very old people, children under 2
years of age, and people with some
long-term illnesses might not respond
as well or at all.

3.Who should get PPV?
> All adults 65 years of age or older.

> Anyone over 2 years of age who has
   a long-term health problem such as:
* heart disease      * lung disease
* sickle cell disease  * diabetes
* alcoholism      * cirrhosis
* leaks of cerebrospinal fluid

> Anyone over 2 years of age who has
    a disease or condition that lowers the
   body’s resistance to infection, such as:
* Hodgkin’s disease  * kidney failure
* multiple myeloma  * organ transplant
* HIV infection or AIDS
* damaged spleen, or no spleen
*Lymphoma, leukemia
* nephrotic syndrome

> Anyone over 2 years of age who is
    taking any drug or treatment that low
   ers the body’s resistance to infection,
   such as:
* long-term steroids * certain cancer
drugs * radiation therapy

> Alaskan Natives and certain Native
   American populations.

4. How many doses of PPV
are needed?

Usually one dose of PPV is all
that is needed.

However, under some circum-
stances a second dose may be given.
>  A second dose is recommended for
    those people aged 65 and older who
    got their first dose when they were
   under 65, if 5 or more years have
   passed since that dose.

> A second dose is also recommended
   for people who:
• have a damaged spleen or no
               spleen
• have sickle-cell disease
• have HIV infection or AIDS
• have cancer, leukemia,
•  ymphoma, multiple myeloma
• have kidney failure
• have nephrotic syndrome
• have had an organ or bone

marrow transplant are taking
medication that lowers immu
nity (such as chemotherapy or
long-term steroids)

> Children 10 years old and younger
   may get this second dose 3 years af
    ter the first dose. Those older than 10
  should get it 5 years after the first dose.

5. Other facts about getting
the vaccine
* Otherwise healthy children who
   often get ear infections, sinus infec
   tions, or other upper respiratory
   diseases do not need to get PPV
   because of these conditions.
* PPV may be less effective in some
   people, especially those with lower
   resistance to infection. But these
   people should still be vaccinated,
   because they are more likely to get
   seriously ill from pneumococcal
   disease.
* Pregnancy: The safety of PPV for
   pregnant women has not yet been
    studied. There is no evidence that the
   vaccine is harmful to either the mother
   or the fetus, but pregnant women
  should consult with their doctor before
  being vaccinated. Women who are at
  high risk of pneumococcal disease
  should be vaccinated before becoming
  pregnant, if possible.

6. What are the risks from PPV?
* PPV is a very safe vaccine.
* About half of those who get the
   vaccine have very mild side effects,
    such as redness or pain where the shot
   is given.
* Less than 1% develop a fever, musc1e
   aches, or more severe local reactions.
* Severe allergic reactions have been
   reported very rarely.
* As with any medicine, there is a very
   small risk that serious problems, even
   death, could occur after getting a
   vaccine.
* Getting the disease is much more
likely to cause serious problems than
getting the vaccine.

7. What if there is a serious
reaction?
What should I look for?
*  Severe allergic reaction (hives,
    difficulty breathing, shock)

What should I do?
•   Call a doctor, or get to a doctor right
    away.
•  Tell your doctor what happened, the
   date and time it happened, and when
   the vaccination was given.

PneumococcalPneumococcalPneumococcalPneumococcalPneumococcal

PolysaccharidePolysaccharidePolysaccharidePolysaccharidePolysaccharide VaccineVaccineVaccineVaccineVaccine
•  Ask your doctor, nurse, or health
   department to file a Vaccine Adverse
   Event Reporting System (VAERS)
   form, or call VAERS yourself at
   1-800-822-7967.

8. How can I learn more?
•  Ask your doctor or nurse. They can
   give you the vaccine package insert
   or suggest other sources of infor-
   mation.

•   Call your local or state health depart
    ment.

•   Contact the Centers for Disease
     Control and Prevention (CDC

Call 1-800-232-7468 (English)
OR

Call 1-800-232-0233 (Spanish)
OR

Visit the CDC National Immunization
Program website at

http://www.cdc.gov/nip

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
AND HUMAN SERVICES
Center for Disease Control and Preven-
tion National Immunization Program

What You Need To KnowWhat You Need To KnowWhat You Need To KnowWhat You Need To KnowWhat You Need To Know

Happy BirthdayHappy BirthdayHappy BirthdayHappy BirthdayHappy Birthday
S n o w
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Firelight is a monthly e-column  sponsored by  Native  Discovery Inc. and written by D.J. Eagle Bear Vanas

(Odawa), a nationally acclaimed motivational speaker and the author of “The Tiny Warrior: A Path to Personal
Discovery & Achievement.”  In ancient times, a circle around the fire is where the people would tell stories, learn
lessons and share wisdom.  Firelight is created in that spirit — may it light your path, warm your soul and inspire
you to follow your visions.  Remember, to light the fires of success, you’ll need the spark.  www.nativediscovery.com

Living a Visionary Life

By D.J. Vanas © 2003
Reprinted with Permission.

John is Chickasaw. When he was
8-years-old in Wetumka, Oklahoma, he
sat in a cardboard box and looked up at
the stars. He had visions of blasting off
and exploring outer space. On his jour-
ney, he suffered the same criticism and
judgement we all do concerning our vi-
sions. “That idea is stupid - there ain’t
no Indian astronauts” or “you’re just
from a little town in Oklahoma - who
do you think you are?” Thank the Cre-
ator he held on to that vision through
the struggle - in 1996, Commander John
B. Herrington, USN became our first
Native American astronaut in the U.S.
space program. And in November 2002,
you saw history made as our first In-
dian went into space - as well as the first
eagle feather!

He was under the weather with a
cold, but his nephews asked to be taken
up to Durango, Colorado. They wanted
their shot at being in the MGM motion
picture”Windtalkers”. Roger Willie
(Navajo) waited and when his nephews
emerged from the hotel they said, “OK,
now it’s your turn”. They poked and

teased until he finally decided to try.
Roger felt awkward since everyone
there looked like they were in “GQ
magazine” - suits, ties and cologne.
Roger was wearing a Wal-Mart cap, a
flannel shirt, jeans and muddy boots -
and got the part as Charlie White Horse
in the blockbuster movie “Windtalkers”,
released in 2002 (make sure you see it -
support our Indian artists).

When is the last time you took a
healthy risk to better your life or career?
It’s easy to forget that the life Creator
gifted us with is the ultimate
“do-it-yourself” project. We’ve all had
goals and visions of who we want to be
and what we’d like to do in this world.

Are you keeping them alive?
What are you doing daily, weekly or
monthly to accomplish them? Are you
getting help along the way? These are
questions worth pondering because they
can be the difference between a life of
excitement and joy or one of frustration
and pain.

Spending time with your elders,
you’ll learn, as I have, that people re-

gret the things they didn’t do in life
much more than they regret their mis-
takes or failures. That is timeless wis-
dom we must remember. I understand
fear or confusion can surround our
dreams - but it’s a risk worth taking!
Many people have asked me after my
programs, “How do I build confidence
to take a risk?”  My answer is always
the same, “Take the risk and then you
get the confidence.”

So, my Native brothers and sis-
ters remember this if nothing else - “No
risk, no goodies.” Keep pushing your-
self higher and farther than you think is
possible. If you make mistakes or fall
off your path momentarily it’s OK - we
all do! As long as you keep your visions
alive you are now in a position to suc-
ceed. We’ll talk more about breaking out
of our routine and habits that hold us
back in the next edition. Until then, I
wish all of you happiness, health and a
visionary life!

Community CARE Team

Upcoming Meetings
Kamiah:

Tuesday, Oct. 14, 12:00 p.m.,
Students for Success @ Wa-A-Yas

Lapwai:
Thursday, Oct. 16, 12:00 p.m., City Hall

The Nez Perce Tobacco Preven-
tion Coalition will start their first to-
bacco cessation class on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 21, in Lapwai.  This effort is made
possible by a “Spirit of Eagles” Ameri-
can Indian/Alaska Native cancer pre-
vention initiative by the Mayo Clinic.

Coalition members received certi-
fication to train with the Second Wind:
“Stop Smoking Program” curriculum,
which is based on the American Cancer
Society “Fresh Start” model.

The Muscogee Nation Tobacco
Prevention & Control Program Direc-
tor, Cynthia Coachman, developed the
Second Wind curriculum.  It is designed
to specifically help American Indians
and Alaska Natives to stop smoking and
remain smoke-free.

The program provides basic in-
formation about smoking, practical
counseling, problem solving skills, and
social support.

The Second Wind program con-
sists of six one-hour group sessions.
The sessions are every two weeks for a
total of three months.

Evidence from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services
guidelines demonstrate that the more
intense and longer lasting the interven-
tion, the more likely the person is to stay
smoke-free.

Combining a tobacco cessation
class with Nicotine Replacement
Therapy or Pharmaceutical aids has
been shown to be an effective strategy.

The Nez Perce Tobacco Preven-
tion Coalition is not able to provide
Nicotine Replacement Therapy or phar-
maceutical drugs.  They recommend
that anyone interested in registering for
their Second Wind classes first see their

physician to discuss their health and
prescription options.
The topics of each session include:
Session 1:  Introduction, methods of
quitting, basic tobacco facts, and select-
ing a quit date.
Session 2:  Understanding why the par-
ticipants smoke, how they began smok-
ing, and a talking circle to explore their
journey with tobacco.
Session 3:  Relaxation techniques, cop-
ing skills, and traditional activities pro-
moted to relieve withdrawal symptoms.
Session 4:  Identify danger situations
and events that  increase risk of relapse.
Discuss traditional Native American use
of tobacco.
Session 5:  Building personal support
through effective communication and
role playing.
Session 6:  Long-term benefits of smok-
ing cessation, recognize importance of
being healthy non-smoker in the home
and community, awards, and follow-up.

The Class schedule will be Octo-
ber 21, November 4, November 18,
December 2, December 16, and Decem-
ber 30.

Information/Registration bro-
chures are available at the Ni-Mii-Puu
Health Clinics, Family Services Center,
Students for Success offices, and
Teweepuu Center.  Registration is open
until the day of the first class.

Upcoming classes will be held in
Kamiah and Orofino in 2004.   Teenag-
ers over 16 years are welcome to par-
ticipate.  A teenager only cessation class
is also being developed.

For more information call Joyce
McFarland or  Valerie Albert at 843-
7303 or Jean Moose at 935-4110.

Tobacco Cessation Classes
Start October 21 by Joyce McFarland,

Students for Success Nez Perce Youth Leadership
(NPYL) is accepting new applications
for students in grades 7-12 who are will-
ing to make a one year commitment
(October 2003-September 2004).  The
deadline is Friday, October 17.

Adult Mentors train youth to be-
come Peer Educators in prevention of
AIDS/HIV, Alcohol, Tobacco, and
Other Drug (ATOD) use, and violence.

Peer educators receive training on
how to teach others through workshops,
icebreakers, and team development
games.

This year NPYL students will be
asked to go through the “Native Ameri-
can Red Cross Instructors Training” on
HIV prevention.  The Intertribal Coun-
cil of Arizona will provide a trainer, who
will certify the youth participants as in-
structors, on November 8-9.

This training will be followed up
with an 8-week, youth-oriented “Street
Smart” HIV curriculum.  Other train-
ing sessions will focus on ATOD and
violence prevention.

Incentives for attending work-
shops and taking surveys that assess

knowledge, attitudes, and beliefs about
AIDS/HIV, ATOD use, and culture will
be given.  Parental or Guardian consent
is required for surveys.

The benefit of being a peer edu-
cator is to first learn important health
and education information to help one-
self and family.  Then one can share this
knowledge with people one=s own age
while developing leadership skills.

NPYL students take part in local,
state, and regional  conferences.  They
presented a workshop on “Using Peer
Educators for Tobacco Prevention Me-
dia” at the Strengthening Youth Lead-
ership conference in Boise, ID, in Sep-
tember 2003.  They also co-sponsor an
annual Youth Summit.

Irene Kipp and Agnes Weaskus,
serve as the primary Adult Mentors.  Jean
Moose and Joyce McFarland of Students
for Success also provide assistance.

Applications are available at
Clearwater Valley, Kamiah, and Lapwai
schools, Orofino Teweepuu Center, and
Kamiah and Lapwai Students for Suc-
cess offices.  For information call 843-
7303 or 935-4110.

Students in Grades 7-12 Invited to
Join Nez Perce Youth Leadership

Goal:  To promote cooperation and support between citizens and
organizations to address youth and community substance abuse
problems and related safety, health, education, and social issues

For information call 843-7303 or 935-4110.

   Aoccdrnig to a
rscheearch prjeoct at
Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it
deosn’t mttaer in waht
oredr the ltteers in a
wrod aeppar, the olny
iprmoetnt tihng is taht
the frist and lsat ltteer be
at the rghit pclaes.
   The rset can be a total
mses and you can sitll
raed it wouthit porbelm.
Tihs is bcuseae the
huamn mnid deos not
raed ervey lteter by istlef,
but the wrod as a wlohe.

Amzanig huh?
Pobbraly wnot wrok wtih
ltlite kdis jsut lrenaing to
raed but msot audtls
seem to raed it jsut fnie.
In fcat, it’s esiear to raed
it tahn it is to wirte it!

Interesting
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Ambrose P. Sisto, Sr. formerly of
Lapwai entered into rest on September
13, 2003 from an automobile accident
in San Carlos, Arizona.

He was born December 20, 1960
to the Late Wilson Polk and Caroline
Cody of San Carlos, Arizona and later
adopted by maternal grandparents the
Late Frank and Eva Snow Sisto of San
Carlos, Arizona.

Ambrose grew up in San Carlos
and attended school at St. Charles and
Rice Elementary School.  He later at-
tended and graduated from Intermoun-
tain Tribal School in Brigham City, Utah
also receiving a two year welding cer-
tificate.

He married Arleen Henry March
7, 1981 they were later divorced.

He worked for Wapato  Irrigation,
Idaho Transportation Department,
Steelman Duff, Nez Perce Head Start,
Nez Perce Limestone Enterprise, Nez
Perce Forestry and was a member of the
Nez Perce firefighting crew for many

seasons and was employed in various
places driving truck

He was most recently employed
with Apache Gold Casino Pavilion as a
Maintenance Technician II.

He had a love for playing basket-
ball and coached his son’s teams until
they entered into Jr. High.

He is survived by two sons; Isaac
Sisto and Ambrose P. Sisto, Jr. (AJ), and
one daughter; LaToya Sisto, and a fos-
ter son Kyle Wisdom all of Lapwai.  His
Mother Caroline Cody and Step-Father
Bill Cody of San Carlos, three brothers
Leonard Polk of San Carlos, Wilford Polk
of Lapwai and Nepolian Leonard of
Phoenix, AZ; three sisters, Delphine
Talnagi of Newport, OR, Veronica Anto-
nio, and Pamela Black of San Carlos, AZ.

A Memorial Service was held
Tuesday, September 16, 2003 at the
N.A.M.E. Church in Lapwai.  The fu-
neral was September 20, 2003 at the
Native American Church in San Carlos,
Arizonia.

Ambrose P. Sisto, Lapwai, ID

David Edward Morrell Sr., a life-
long Lewiston area resident, died Mon-
day, Sept. 15, 2003, at St. Joseph Re-
gional Medical Center in Lewiston fol-
lowing a long illness.

He was 50.
He was born in a tent in Clarkston

and delivered by his grandmother July
6, 1953. He was the son of Luke Morrell
and Mary Rose Higheagle. David grew
up in the Lapwai area. He graduated
from the Chilocco Indian School and
played basketball there.

He married Ann Chapman in
1975 and they later divorced. She died
in 2002.

David lived most of his adult life
in the Lewiston-Clarkston area and
worked at Omark and various other la-
borer jobs.

David was a member of Sacred
Heart Catholic Church in Lapwai.

He enjoyed sports, especially
football and the Los Angeles Lakers. He
was an avid fisherman and hunter, pro-

David E. Morrell Sr., 50, Lewiston
viding meat and fish to his extended
family in his earlier years.

Survivors include two sons,
David Morrell Jr. of Lapwai and Lucas
Morrell of Boise; six brothers,
Raymond Scott, Joseph Higheagle and
Phillip Higheagle, all of Lapwai, and
Corbett Morrell, Duane Morrell and
Lloyd Morrell, all of Plummer; five sis-
ters, Delores Pablo of Lapwai, and
Wendy Morrell, Carol Morrell, Arwin
Dean Morrell and Raynelle Morrell, all
of Plummer; a cousin, Vincent Taylor
of Lapwai; and three grandsons in
Sweetwater.

The memorial service was at 7
p.m. September 18th at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Lapwai. The funeral
Mass was celebrated at 10:30 a.m. Sep-
tember 19th at the church with the Rev.
Richard Haldane of that church offici-
ating.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of Malcom’s Funeral Home in
Lewiston.

Elisha Rae Stanton-Lycan, 24, of
Kamiah went to live with the Lord
Thursday, Oct. 2, 2003.

Elisha was born Oct. 27, 1978, in
Cottonwood to Mike and Renee Bullock
Stanton of Kamiah. Elisha graduated
from Kamiah High School in 1997.

She worked while she was in high
school at Big John’s Café in Kamiah.
She held a security guard position while
she lived a short time in Las Vegas. She
worked for the It’se Ye Ye Casino as a
security guard in Kamiah. She was em-
ployed with Hearthstone Bakery in
Kamiah at the time of her death.

Elisha married Jeremy Lycan
Sept. 14, 2003, at the First Indian Pres-
byterian Church in Kamiah.

She loved to go camping, horse-
back riding, take long walks, shop and
spend time with her family. She was a
member of the Gold Trail Wranglers and
represented the group as princess and
queen, which required her to travel to
local events and participate in rodeos
and parades. Elisha was also a member
of the State Girls of Legionnaires.

Elisha will long be remembered
as one of the most loving and caring
persons who anyone could meet. She

would always tell people how much she
cared about them and tell them “I love
you,” every time she saw them, whether
she would be seeing them in an hour, a
week or longer.

Elisha is survived by her loving
husband, Jeremy Lycan, and only child,
her son, Joseph Tristan Stanton. She also
is survived by her parents, Mike and
Renee Stanton; sisters June Michelle
Stanton, Ara and husband Justin Lycan,
Tenaya Stanton and Kimberly Stanton;
brother John Thomas Stanton; and her
niece, Adesjia Lycan, all of Kamiah;
paternal grandparents John and
Leonetta Stanton and maternal grand-
mother Marjorie Hayes, all of Kamiah;
and many uncles, aunts and cousins.

Elisha was preceded in death by
her grandfathers, Chester Bullock and
Charles Hayes; and her uncle, Michael
Keith Bullock.

Elisha will be missed very much
by her many friends and family. Her
smile and beauty will be with us for-
ever.

The funeral was at 11 a.m.
Wednesday Oct. 8th at the First Indian
Presbyterian Church in Kamiah. Burial
followed at the Kamiah City Cemetery.

Isabel Saunders, 94, of Kamiah,
died Wednesday, Oct. 8, 2003, at
Grangeville Health and Rehabilitation.

Isabel was born between Stites
and Kooskia Dec. 13, 1908, and was
raised at times by her grandmother,
Carrie Brown. Her mother was Agnes
Corbett Weaskus, a Nez Perce from
Kooskia, and her father, Clifford
George, was a Walla Walla Cayuse from
Pendleton, Ore. She is a descendent of
Chief Eats No Meat of the Walla Walla
Tribe and is believed to be a descen-
dent of Chief Looking Glass.

From age 9 to 15, she spent time
at a TB hospital in Lapwai, where she
was a student and patient. Her aunt
Viola Morris and Neely Axtel were
cooks there, too.

In 1924, Isabel left Lapwai and
moved to Boise to be a housekeeper in
private homes in and around the capital.

In 1932, Isabel married Joe White
of Lapwai. Joe died in about 1935.

Isabel later married Jim Saunders
from Grays Harbor, Wash. The couple
had five children. After a divorce in
1950, Isabel worked in the Cushman
Indian Hospital in Tacoma. She returned
to Kamiah in 1962.

In 1966, she was one of the last
remaining tribal elders who was instru-
mental in renewing the tradition of root
feasts in our area. It is a 7-Drum cel-
ebration that recognizes our dependence
on our mother Earth. It is a celebration

Isabel  Saunders ,  94 ,  Kamiah

Elisha Stanton-Lycan, 24, Kamiah

of thanks and reverence for the food
provided to nourish our bodies, and the
veins of water that flow to sustain us.

In 1990, she was the grand ma-
tron of the eighth annual Mat’Alyma
Pow Wow and Root Feast and was
greatly honored and recognized with an
honor dance May 18, 1990.

Isabel was the oldest living Nez
Perce. She was very well known for her
beautiful beadwork. She was also a
member of the Nez Perce Language
Board.

She is survived by two sons, Sand-
ers Wolfchild of Lewiston and Wayne
Saunders of Warm Springs, Ore.; one sis-
ter, Martha W. Eveleth of Lapwai; nu-
merous grandchildren; great-grandchil-
dren; nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by Joe
White and their two infant sons; hus-
band Jim Saunders; daughter Wilma
Saunders; sons Manfred and LeRoy
Saunders; brothers Frank and Leonard
Weaskus; and sisters Helen Weaskus
Marek, Victoria Weaskus Hart and Es-
ter Morris.

A memorial service in her honor
was at 5:30 p.m. Sunday Oct 12th at the
Wa a yas Community Center in Kamiah.
A 7-Drum ceremony and funeral was
at 9 a.m. Monday at the community cen-
ter, followed by burial at the family
cemetery in Stites. Arrangements are
under the direction of Trenary Funeral
Home in Kooskia.






