
Leslie L. Randall is an enrolled member of the NiMiiPuu 
Nation, the daughter of Vernon Edward Waters, son of Samuel 
Watters and Blanche Conner, and Mazie Margaret Moses, 
daughter of Lillian Corbett and Elias Moses. She had 3 children, 
Calvin Siems (deceased), Edward and Evan Randall, and is 
married to Liam Randall.  She is a direct descendant of War 
Chief Ollicut, younger brother of Chief Joseph of the Wallowa 
Band of Nez Perce. She spent her first ten years in Kamiah with 
her grandmother Lillian and grandfather Elias, learning the 
roots, berries, medicine and how to preserve, dry, and smoke the 
salmon and wild game with her grandmother. They moved camp 
frequently, starting with Talmaks, then Musselshell, ending up 
in Mt. Adams while her grandfather would fish Celilo Falls, 
often starting school late. Later she lived with her grandmother 
and grandfather Rose and Cy Red Elk learning how to tan hides, 
make moccasins and traditional dresses, and learning 'iceyéeye 
stories told by her grandfather.  She has a Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing, a Masters in Public Health, and a Ph.D. in Nursing 
Research, and worked in Maternal Child Health (MCH) for 27 
years. Dr. Randall currently sits as a member on the Nez Perce 

Tribal Utilities Board and Washington State University Native American Health Sciences Advisory 
Board, and is a past member of the NiMiiPuu Health Board, Enterprise Board and Tribal Employee 
Rights Commission (TERC).  Dr. Randall is a founding member and past co-chair of the Native 
Research Network, Inc.  She served as an Indian Health Service (IHS) Institutional Review Board (IRB) 
member from 1994 to 2017 at both Aberdeen Area IHS IRB and National IHS IRB.  Dr. Randall worked 
for IHS from 1992 to 1997 and then Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) from 1997 to 
2007. As part of an MOA between IHS and CDC, Dr. Randall worked on Reproductive 
Health/Behavioral Risk Surveys, and provided epidemiological and technical assistance for the design, 
implementation, analysis, training and dissemination of findings to Tribes across the country. Dr. 
Randall was an assignee as Senior MCH Epidemiologist to the IHS National Epidemiology Program and 
then to the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB). She presented on such diverse 
topics as infant mortality, parental grief, indigenous research methods, health inequity and injustice, 
tribal sovereignty and self-determination, and race relations to local, regional, national and international 
audiences, and met with the New Zealand Conciliator from the Office of Race Relations at his request. 
Dr. Randall and Dr. Teshia L. Arambula Solomon co-edited and authored Conducting Health Research 
with Native American Communities, a book of scholarly essays by highly respected researchers in the 
field of Indigenous research.  Dr. Randall moved back to the Nez Perce Reservation after her husband 
bought a house and got a job here in 2007, and has lived here since. She has been a tireless researcher 
for, and an outspoken advocate for mothers, children, elders, and young adults, Indian health and 
education. She will push to address drug and alcohol abuse from early onset, to provide access to quality 
care, and education for all our people. Dr. Randall has worked in support of tribal sovereignty and self-
determination throughout her career and believes that sovereignty must be guarded and maintained. 


